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ö PSALM? * MX VI. 7. 


How excellent is thy loving Kindneſs, 0 God! 
therefore the Children of. Men put their Truſt 


e the Shadow of thy V ings. 

HE Confiderationof the Infinite: Good- 
neſs and loving Kindneſs of Gop muſt be 
_  ahyays very agreable to every rational 
| Creature, who knows himſelfdependant 
on it. For as it is in him me live, and —_ and have 

our Being, 10 it is of the Lord's Mercies 1 

and becauſe his Compaſſions fail por, we are Lam. 3. 22. 
not conſumed. 

But this certainly muſt be a couch more agreable 
Speculation, when we extend our View, and ſee-how 
the loving Kindneſs of Gov is exercis'd in the preſer- 
ving whole Nations from imminent Ruin and De- 
ſtruttion. And this is both agreable to the Deſign 
_of the bolyPfalmift, and alſo of our Celebrating this 
Day, wherein we have a vety remarkable Inſtance of 
the Goodnes of Gop to commemorate. 

This Pfalm is, both by the Syriac and Arabic Ver- 
ſions ſaid to relate to the Time, when David was 
unjuſtly perſecuted by Saul; but "whether it relates 
SENG or to the * of Abſalom; or t 
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r for certainly * we did not think ſo 


Of Y Purring our Truſt in Gad. 


aw —— ̃ — 


| particular Part of his Reign, I ſhall not trouble you | 


with enquiring. 
The m of the Palin" is plain enough ; there is 


a very Delivęra mention'd, Fuhich the 
King Se tain'd: deen were dt on 
wiriaus Acbounts, peculiarly takes notice 


of in the Beginning of it; * the Mercies of Gop 
in delivering him, ſeem to have made a very ſtrong 
Impreſſion upon his 1 ind, ſince in ſuch, a pathetic 
manner heſhows 'Greatnes, and perhaps the 
Surprize of the Deli iverance. 

Now as the Character David gives of his Enemies 
will ſuit very well with thaſe from whom we were 
deliver'd ; and as David attributes his Deliverance to 
the Goodnes or Mercy of Gop, and we ought to a- 
ſcribe ours to the ſame” Cauſe, ſo without any further 
Hiſtorical Search into the" Occaſion of this Pfalm, 
I ſhall direct my Diſcourſe to the Buſines of the 
Pay, and obſerve por Two Things © you. 3 TY 


J. That head! Nation FR receiv'd d remarihble, 
Deliverance from inveterate Enemies, they will 
naturally have a Senſe of the Divine Goodnes 
impreſs d upon their Minds. How excelent i is thy 
loving Kindneſs, O g 
II. That the Mercies Gop hath alreadþ Keen to 
any _ are a rr Wg eig to f then to 


 Pruft i in him. 


J. I ſay, wh a Nation Te receivd any age. 
ble Deliverance from inveterate Enemies, 
will naturalhy have a Senſe of the Divine — if 
nes impreſs d upon their Minds. How excellent 
is thy loving Kindneſs, O God ! 5 
It will bealtogether needles to endeavour to prove, 
that we in this Aſſembiy, do believe, that Gop bas, 
as on this Day, wrought a moſt wonderful Delive- 
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1 Sermon preach'd on Nov. 5. 5 
we ſhould never dare to mock Goy,; in pretending to 
return him Thanks, for what we don't believe de- 
But perhaps we may not be all of us ſufficiently ſen. 
ſikle of the Greatnes of the Mercy, nor indeed js it 
eaſy to give ſuch a Deſcription of it as ſhall make us 

ſo i But this I ſhall ſay, that unles we have in ſome 
meaſure a Notion of the Danger we were in, we 
ſhall ſcarce have a due Senſe of the Deliverancte. 
And our Danger (and indeed all the Danger this 
Nation has been in fmee the Reformation) has aroſe 
from the reſtles Defigns and Attempts of our inve- 
terate Enemies, who _ id have obtruded the Po- 
þ Religion us thro” 4 Sex of Blood. 
Ms — — David with half that Vio- 
lence; tho he knew him a Competitor for the Crown, 
as theſe Diſturbers of the World, Subverters of the 
Rights and Liberties of Mankind, and Enemies to 
the Peace and Happines of Princes, and their Subj elta, 
have done all thoſe who diſſented from em. 
Nor did Abſalom's unnatural Conſpiracy and Re- 
bellion againſt his own Father, and lamful Sovereign, 
cauſe greater Miſeries in that diſtracted and divided 
Ringdom than this Region does, where it is eſta. 
bliſt'd, to thoſe, who will not part with their Reaſon. 
to embrace it. "_ _ 5 
"But not to inſiſt on general Characters only, what 
the Pſalmiſt fays of hit Enemies, from the Beginning 
to the 4th Verſe, may with a great deal of Truth ba 
applied to ours, War will, in part, deſcribe their 
Temper, their Defigns and Actions; will ſhew us 
our Hanger from em, and, it may be, engage us to 
thmk our Deliverance the more remarkable. | 
In the 1f Verſe, ſays David, The Tranſgreſſion 
of the Wicked bath ſaid in my Heut: That is, ſuch 
is the abominable Wickedneſs my Enemies 40 com- 
mit, that I cannot help forming this Judgment of em; 
I do in my Conſcience think they have 20 Fear of od 
before their Eyes. | By 
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6 Of Putting ane Traft in God. 


and has the Power of Binding er Loeſing, that is, in 


*. 
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By that Expreſſion, you know in Scripture, the 
whole of Religion is underſtood, as I might ſhow 
you from divers Places of it; ſo it is laid; 


Job 28. 8. The Fear / the Lord that is Wiſdom, and | 


td to depart from Evil is Underſtanding, & c. 
Now . tho? from the following Words. tis plain, 
thoſe wicked Men Dquid ſpeaks of, did make a: Pre- 
tence to Religion as a cover for their bad 
yet he concludes, they could not be truly Religious, 


from the contrariety of their Actions to ſuch a Pre- 


tence; nor indeed was it poſſible they ſhould, if the 
following Character was due to em. 1 945 

_ How far this Part of the Charatter does agree to 
our Enemies | ſhall not determine, but this 'm ſure 
will be allow'd, There can be no true Religion,  whate- 
ver Pretences may be made to it; where in the whole of 
Mens Lives and Attions, there appears an abſolute Con- 


trari ety. ; 


a g t = * ; 
| I do not charge all that call themſelves Catholics, 


as if they had no fear of GOD. before their i There: 


are doubtleſs a great many, who are very. Honeſt and 


Sincere in their Actions, and really believe they are | 


doing Go p good Service, while they exceedingly 
err in the Manner of their ſerving Him: They are 
abundant in their Zeal to Go p, tho ras Gems ex- 
treamly Deficient in Knowledge, unhappily being de- 
priv'd of the Means of it, which is ſome. excuſe for 
being found in the Commanion of thoſe Men, who de- 
ſerve the follow ing Character. 

But this in General I muſt ſay, that in that 
Church, which calls its ſelf Iufallible, and boaſts its 
ſelf the only Church on Earth, there is not, there 
cannot be, that true, that Pure Religion which is a- 
greable to the Chriſtian Revelation, or which anſwers 
their mighty Intentions to Infallibility. But certain- 
ly that Church, which is calbd Catholic or Univerſal, 
which confines Salvation to thoſe of Her. Communion, 


Plain; 
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plain Words of damning or ſaving Men, ought to be 
Pure in Doctrine, and Perfect in Diſcipline, above any 
other Part of the Chriſtian World, who are juſtly ſe- 
parated from their Communion. 5 
But this is a Character they deſerve no more than 
Saul, who perſecuted David, could be ſaid to excel 
him in Piety; or than Abſalom was more Righteous 
than his Father, when that was his Pretence for di- 
* fturbing the Peace of the Kingdom, and of ſhaking 
the very Throne of David it ſelf. . ; 
Ihe Pretences of His Enemies indeed were as Pi- 
ous as Ours, and they had juſt &en one as good a Title 
to. as the other. But we are with David to judge, 
from the Pretenſions, but from the Actions of 
Men. And while we fee their Actions diſagreable 
to the Word of Go p, we muſt ſay in our Hearts they 
have nat the true fear of GO D before their Eyes. 
For, as the Pſalmiſt goes on in the 2d Verſe, He 
* flattereth himſelf in his own Eyes, until his Iniquity be 
| found to be hateful, . Fed md. 
| Theſe Words are a farther Deſcription of the E- 
nemies of this good Prince. He flattergrh himſelf in 
bis own. Eyes. Or as it is read by a very learned 
Man of our own, He flattereth Him, that is, Go n, 
in bis own Eyes, that is, he thinks he e 
deceives, , and impoſes upon GOD, Dr, Hammond 
while he pretends a fear of Him, for ad locum. 
Vile Ends and Purpoſes, and there.. 
4 _ _ gives the Meaning of the Place in this Para» 
* PÞP e. | > 
| - Committing thoſe Sins that GO D ſees and hates, 


* 


and abhors, and is even ready to puniſh, they, think they 
can put ſo fair a Gloſs upon em, that GON: Par nge 
find any fault with them. They pretend that they have 
done nothing amiſs, varniſhing over the fauler Parts of 
em with ſome ſpecious Colour of pious Intentions, &c. 
And. fo impudent are they, that they do thus flatter 
| 90 D, and pretend to Religion, even then. when ** 


„* 0-7 eo ÞB. $6... $ am 


A 9 3 


a aur D 


* 


FM "IR 


Sin is reudy to be found our aud puniſh'd by Him. 
Now . — er —— of our 
Religion and Liberties than theſe Words, tiuis ex- 
pounded, do? Do they not put on a Mask of Religion, 
and a ſhow of extraordinary Zeal for Go p to cover 
the vileſt of Actions? And do they not ffarrer them- 
ſelves, that under this Vail, their moſt notorious 
Breaches of Religion will lie for ever in obfcurity ? 
And tho this is fo ſevere a Charge, Pm verily ſa- 
tisfied they will be found to be guilty of it, if the 
Account they themſelves give of their own' Religion 
may be credited. | ag 320/38 21 
From what other Cauſe is it, that they are ſo 
often guilty of Perſecution for Conſcience ſake ? That 
they fo frequently fill their Hands with the Blood of 
Proteſtants ? That they depoſe Princes; and that is 3 
Doctrine, that none of em care plainly to deny, tho 
they often endeavour to- evade the Charge of it. 
Whence is it, that the Pope ahſolves whole Nations 
from their Allegiance ? Overthrows all the Bonds of 
Civil Society? Breaks thro? all Ties however Sacred? 
Whence, I ſay, can theſe and innumerable other Acti- 


ons of this Nature proceed, but from their prrrended 


Zeal for the Glory of Gov, and the good of his 
Church, when w the Church they mean only their 
= Clergy, and by Go »'s' Glory their own ' Iate- 
bp b 0 3 

Thus they go on to Flatter themſelves, till thoir Ini- 
quity be found to be hateful; till by the Actions, which 
they commit, it's plain they only act an Hypotritica 
Part, and have all along made uſe of Religion mger- 
ly as a cover of Irrehgious Actions. 
_ *Tis hard indeed, to charge a Body of Men with 
Hypocrifie (tho this Charge has been, without ſcru- 
ple, lately made againſt thoſe, who have never yet 
by their Actions deſerv'd it) but when we fee their 
Intentions to be one way, and their Actions quite 
the conttary, it is evident, there muſt be a great 
deal of Inſincerity in em. | Thus 
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Thus theſe Words ſhow the vile Zhpocrific of any 


fort of Men, who make uſe of Religion to excuſe the 
Commiſſion of the worſt of Crimes. 
lf we read *em, He flattereth himſelf in his own Eyes, 
es in the Text, then it ſpeaks of the Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction the Wicked take in their Diſguiſe, while 
they think they remain undiſcover'd. | 

do if we apply this to the Enemies of our Nation, 
we cannot help thinking of their flatrering them- 


| ſelves, with an Infallible Spirit; of having an unli- 


* mited Dominion over Conſcience ;, of being the on ly 
true Church on Earth; of having the ſole Right of in- 
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terpreting and explaming the Word of GOD, and 
the ſole Power of Salvation inveſted in them, but 
their Iniquity will be therein found to be hateful. 

. Where I muſt obſerve to you, that 

the Word tranſlated Iniquity, does alſo . 
fignifie an Idol, as well as Vanity or Wic- 

kednes, which indeed have a near Relation to each 
other, and may be very well applied to the Perſons 
Pm diſcourſing of. 

And of theſe the Pſalmiſt aſſerts theſe Four Things, 
That the Words of his Mouth are Iniquity and Deceit, 
then, that he hath left off to be wiſe, and to do good. 
He deviſeth Miſchief upon his Bed, he ſetteth himſelf 
in a way that is not good. And laſtly, He abborreth 
not Evil. ; 

I. The Words of his Mouth are Iniquity and Deceit. 
And of none can this be more truly aſſerted, than 
of thoſe, who ſpeak Lies in Hypocriſie, ha- 
wing their Conſciences ſear d with à hot TL. 1 Tim 4. f. 


ron, forbidding to Marry, and commanding 


to abſtain from Meats, as the Apoſtle writes to Timo- 

thy; and as he ſays in his laſt Epiſtle to 

the Theſſalonians, Their coming is after 2 Thel. 2. 9. 

the lying Works of Satan, with all Powers, 

and Signs, and Lying Wonders, and with ail deceiuea- 

blenes of Unrighteouſnes, &c. | 
B Ie 
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IS Putting our Truſt in God, 


It is impoſſible to enumerate the many falſhoods. 
theſe Enemies of Religion have obtruded upon the 
World; their Pious Frauds, their Legendary Mira» 
cles, their Tales of Purgatory, their numberles Impo- 
fitions and falſe Pretences to, I know not what Aut ho- 
rity conceded to them by Chriſt ; of the Pope's being 
Succeſſor of St. Peter; of the Tranſubſtantiating Pow- 
er in the Prieſt of turning Bread into God, &c. 
In ſhort, all the diſtinguiſhing Articles of the Romiſh 
Church are Words of Iniquity and Deceit, Aſſertions 
that have no Foundation in Reaſon or Scripture. 
The Church of Rome with a great deal of Aſſu- 
rance tells us, That fhe is the only Church, and hath 
ever had the Power over all Particular Churches, which 
are Subject to her Pope or Biſhop as St. Peter's Succeſs 
ſor, and that they derive this Supremacy from the Apo- 
ſtles, and conſequently from Chriſt himſelf. , 
Whereas in the Time of Pope Leo the Great f, 
which was near 450 Years after Chriſt, the Chur 
of Conſtantinople claim'd an equal Authority with the 
Church of Rome, and had an Independent Power 
granted it. | 
And in the Hiſtory of the Church by our on 
Country-man Yenerable Bede, we are told, that the 
Roman as well as gallican were only particularly 
Churches, and were entirely free from Subjection to 
one another, or being deternun'd by the fame Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Rules or Canons. 5 
| | For 


1 1 
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I Evagrius, Lib. 2. C. 18. tells us, That in the 4th General 
Council which was at Chalcedon, it was Decreed, That the See of 
Conſtantinople foould take place next that of Rome. His Wor 
are, 
Kea? revs T6 Tl td inaisly T3 Kovoavrirongws Ociyon, tu- 
dos vere Y Pouns Tirdybai. = 
And Ch. 4. He fays, it was Decreed, That the Epiſcopal Ste of 
Rome the Younger, becauſe it was ſecond to Rome the Elder only, 
foould obtain the Prerogative over all the other Sees. J 
Ed b, Is f Oggvoy is vids Pane nh Tay Seur:gav 75. 
meer BuTicrs Papngs r GANGY TR TysTÞnid Big ail. 
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For thus Pope Gregory himſelf writes in Anſwer 
to a Caſe that Auguſtin Biſhop of Canterbury, who 
was ſent over to propagate Chriſtianity in this Iſ- 
land, propoſes. 
The Caſe Auguſtin propoſes was this ||, Since there 
is but one Faith, why ſhould there be different Cuſtoms in 
the Churches, and one Manner of ſaying Maſs in the 
Holy Roman Church, and another in the Churches of 
France. 
The Pope anſwers. 

Your Brotherhood knows the uſage of the Church of 

Rome, in which ſhe remembers her ſelf to have been 


nurtur d. But I ſhall be very well pleas d, that if you 


have found whether in the Roman or the French, or a- 
other Church any Thing that may be more pleaſing to 
the Almighty G 0 D, that you ſtudiouſly make choice of 
that, and above all Things inſtitute thoſe Things in the 
Englith Church, as yet in the Infancy of its Faith, which 
you can collect out of many Churches. 
And then he adds theſe remarkable Words. 
For Things are not to be eſteem'd becauſe of ſuch and 
ſuch Places, but the Places are, for the ſake of the good 
B 2 that 
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1 A Tranſlated out of the Saxon Language, Interrogatio Aus» 
guſtini. 

Cum una fit Fides, ſunt Ecclefiarum diverſe Conſuetudines, 
& altera Conſuetudo miſſarum in Santa Romani Eccleſia, at- 
que altera in Galliarum tenetur. 

Reſpondit Gregorius Papa. 

Novit Fraternitas tua Romanz Eeccleſix Conſuetudi- 
nem, in — ſe meminit nutritam. Sed mihi placer, ut five in 
Romana five in Galliarum ſeu in qualiber Eccleſia, aliquid in- 
veniſti, quod plus Omnipotenti Deo poſlit placere ſolicite eli- 
gas & in Anglorum Eccleſia, quz adhuc ad fidem nova eſt, 
inſtitutione præcipuà, quæ de multis Ecclefiis colligere potu- 
iti, infundas — non enim pro Locis res, ſed pro boms rebus 
loca amanda ſunt, Ex ſingulis ergo quibuſque Eccleſiis, quæ 
Pia, quæ Religioſa, quæ Recta ſunt, elige, & hoc, quaſi in 
— collecta apud Anglorum Mentes in Conſuetudinem 

e pone. 


Bed. Lib. 1. C. 27. P. 81. Caut. 1647. 
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that is found in them. Out of every, or any Church 
therefore chooſe thoſe Things which are Pious, Religions, 
and Right, and make that Collection to be the Uſage or 
Cuſtom of the Church of England. | 

Where is then the boaſted Subjection of all other 
Churchesto the Roman, when a Biſhop of Rome writes 
thus to an Archbiſhop concerning the Inſtitution of a 
New Church ? Where is that Unity ? Where is that 
Uniformity, which is ſo often ſaid to have been in 
the Church from the very Beginning of it? 

Now we are told with abundance of Aſſurance 
that the Pope is the Univerſal Biſhop, but Pelagius . 


the IId. refuſes to take this Title to himſelf, and ſo 


does Gregory who was Biſhop of Rome 600 Years A af- 
ter Chriſt, nay, he calls Him, the Forerunner || of An- 
tichriſt, who ſhould uſury that Title. eG 


——_— 


* Nullus Patriarcharum univerſalitatis Vocabulo unquam 
utatur, quia {1 unus Patriarcha univerſalis dicitut, Patriarcha- 
Tum nomen ceteris derogatur, & c. Let na Patriarchs, ſays 
Pope Pelagius, zake the Title of the Univerſal Patriarch, becauſe 
who ever does, denies the Title of Patriarch to the Reft. 

| 3 Corp. Jutis Can. Diſt. 99. Cap. 4. 

T Gregorius in Epiſtol, Eulogio Patriar. Alex. Ecce in Pre- 
fatione Epiſtolæ quam ad meipſum, qui prohibui, direxiſtis; 
ſuperbæ appellat ionis verbum, univerſalem me Papam dicentes 
Imprimere curaftis, Quod peto dulciſſima ſanctitas veſtra, ul- 
era non faciat, quia vobis ſubtrahitur, quod alteri plus quam 
ratio exigit præbetur. In Engliſh thus, Gregory to Eulogius 
gpm -4 Alexandria. 

ein the Inſcription o r Letter to my ſelf which you dive- 
ted contrary to my — ev have Bras ho ive me that 
proud Title of Univerſal Pope, which I beg your dear Holines, 
hat you would for Time to come forbear, becauſe ſo much of your 
Honour is leſſen d as unreaſonably is given to another. 'þ 
| Cap. 5. Ejuſd. Diſtinct. 
|| Ego autem ſidenter dico, quia quiſquis ſe univerſalem Sa- 
cerdotem vocat, vel vocari defiderat, in Elatione ſua Anti- 
chriſſum præcurrit quia ſuperbiendo ſe ceteris præponit. 


Is, 
But T ſay with a great deal of Confidence, that whoſoever calls 
Bimſelf Univer (al Biſhop, or 4% to one, ſo, in — Exalta- 


lian of bimſelf, is the forerunner of Antichriſt, becauſe by his Pride 


he ſots himſelf above others, Gregor. Lab. 6. Ep. 30. 


F 
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The Pope at this Day currently takes to himſelf 
the Title of Head of the Church, and aſſerts the Ro- 


& miſh to be the Head of all Churches, tho? one of their 


own Writers tells us, that Pope + Boniface the 171d, 
did obtain indeed, but it was with a great deal of Dif- 
ficulty, that the See of the Bleſſed Apoſtle Peter, which 
is really the Head of all the Churches, ſhould be called 
and accounted ſo by all. Which place John Biſhop of 


Conſtantinople, had endeauour d to vindicate to him- 


Firm d, the chief See ought to be in that City, where the 
Seat of the Empire was plac'd. 


ſelf, being ſometimes ſupported by evil Princes, who 4. 


And Florence of Worceſter ſays Pope 
|| Boniface obtain d of Focas,that the Ro- Ad Annum 608 
man See ſhould be the Head of the Church, | 
whereas before that time, the Church of Conſtantinople 
wrote it ſelf the Head. 
So far was the Biſhop of Rome from that |||| exceſ- 
five Height of Power, he has challeng'd ſince that 
time 


—ﬀ 


Bonifacius tertius a Phoca imperatore obtinuit, magna tamen 
contentione, ut ſedes B. Petri Apoſtoli quz caput eſt omnium 
Ecclefiarum, ita & diceretur & habererur ab omnibus, quem 
quidem locum Eccleſia Conſtant. ſibi vindicare conabatur, fa- 
ventibus interdum Malis Principibus, affirmantibuſq; eo loci, 


primam ſedem eſſe debere, ubi impeni caput eſſet. 
| Platina de vitis Pont. p. 79. 


Hic Impetravit a Foca ut ſedes Apoftolica caput eſſet Ec- 
clefiz, cum antea Conſlant. primam ſe omnium ſeriberet. 
Floren. Wig. apud Mat. Weſt, p. 506. 
Franc. 1601. | 
[|] Philoſtorgius zells us, Demophilus was tranſlated to Con- 
ſtantinople, the Emperor confirming the Decree of the Senate, 
Ovarirrs Baoniws HνꝰmLt vuTorewnpmivs L 
Upon which Words the learned Valeſius, one of the Romiſh Church, 
makes this Obſervation; It is, ſays he, to be remark'd, that the 
Election of Biſhops, eſpeciallyß to the Patriarchal Sees, was 
confirm'd by the Emperors. Porro notandum eſt Electionem 
Epiſcoporum, præcipue Patriarchalium ſedium, ab imperata« 
Bbus copfirmatam fuiſſe. : 
=" - * - Philos. Lib 9. C. 8. Valeſ. Annot. 
Edit, Faris * 
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time that he was choſen by the Clergy and People for 
ſeveral 100 Years after Chriſt, and He and all the 
reſt of the * Patriarchs were confirm'd by the Em- 
" 
- Nay, the Popes themſelves were choſen, or de- 
pos'd according to the Will of the Emperours 
wherefore f Platina takes notice in the Life of Pope 
Paſchall the 1ſt, that he was elected without any Inter- 
poſition of the Emperour: And in the ſame Life he tells 
us out of Anaſtaſius, that || Ludovicus gave Pope Paſ- 
chal a free Power of chooſing Biſhops, whereas before that 
rime the Emperours (as he modeſtly ſays) were conſulted 
about it, which Power was granted by Pope Adrian to 
Charles the Great. And this happend about 800 
Years after Chriſt, and was confirm'd by the Pope 
with the Conſent of the Council of 153 Biſhops. 
Where then is this boaſted Supremacy of the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, which he ſays he has deriv'd from 
Chriſt? Where was Chriſt's Vicegerent theſe 800 
Years ? Was this to ſhow himſelf to be the Head of 
the Church? That he could not be confirm'd with- 
out the Emperour's Leave, or might be depos'd by 
him? As Pope Vigilius was depos'd by the Empreſs 
Theodora, becauſe he would not come to Conſtantino- 
| | ple, 


* 7 _—- * „ 9 — 


4 
* * 


* 


* Of their being choſen by the Clergy , Platina, in the Life of 
Symmachus the 1ft. tells us, Pars cleri Symmachum ——Ponti- 
icem decernit, Pars altera,—Laurentium. Part of the Clergy 
choſe Symmachus Pope, the others Laurence, And a Synod or 
Council being call d at Ravenna, Theodoric the Gothick King be- 
ing preſent, Symmachus was at length conſirm d, Concilium Ra- 
venna indicitur ; diſcuſſaq; re preſente Theodorico, Symmachus 


yandem in Pontificatu confirmatur. 


t Paſchalis qulla interpoſita imperatoris auctoritate Pontifex 
ereatur. 
© | Bibliothecarius (ſcil. Anaſtafius) ſcribit, Ludovicum libe- 


ram eligendorum Epiſcoporum poteſtatem Paſchali dediſſe, 


cum antea ea quoq; in re imperatores conſulerentur: quam po- 
teſt tem ab Hadriano Pontiſice Carala cunceſſam, idem auctor 
refert, p. 117, 118. 
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Ir ple, and as he had promis'd her, reſtore Anthemins, 
. hen urg'd with it, ſaid in Excuſe, [||| Evil 


romiſes are not to be =_— | 
But is this then all that the Church of Rome do 
mean, when they boaſt themſelves the Supream, 
5; {WUniverfal, Only Church? Are all other Churches 
e fubje to her, whoſe Head was in Juſtinian's time 
Ir ” WH ſubjet to a Woman? Is this the Apoſtolical, Un- 
| = mterrupted Supremacy, deriv'd from Chriſt himſelf, 
al which with a great deal of Difficulty, was (themſelves 
* confeſs) obrtain'd from an Emperour above 600 Tears 
> | after Chriſt? Or is it not at laſt a Demonſtrati 

wa that the Pope had from the Beginning a Power 
<> depoſing Kings, Princes, or Emperours, - becauſe he 
could not be choſe without their Conſent? ' ' 

I have been the larger on this Inſtance of their 
Impoſition, becauſe it is the Foundation of all their 
other Words of Iniquity and Deceit, which could not 
de ſupported without this was firſt taken for granted, 
for I'm ſure it can never be prov'd. | 

But on this depends Tranſubſtantiation, and all the 
whole Tribe of abſurd Doctrines of their Church. 

That is a Doctrine fo ridiculous in it ſelf, that 
Men of any Senſe at all could never think they were 
ſerious in aſſerting it, if they were not by the feeling 
Arguments of Fire and Sword corvinc'd that they 
are really in earneft in impoſing it. 

And even this great Doctrine of that Ancient, 
Primitive, Apoſtolic Infallible Church, was never 
publicly or expreſly taught till above 800 Years af, 
ter Chriſt, (as Cardinal * Bellarmin confeſſes) 2 


Inſtabat tum. Theodora ut Vigilius Pontifex, Conſtant. 
—— Ant bemiumque, ut pollicitus fuerat, reſtitueret. 

egat Vigilius ſe id facturum quod Ma lis Promiſſis ſtandum 
non ſit. Plat. in Vigil. p. 70. 

®* Eodem ſeculo floruit Paſchaſius, abbas Corbeienſis qui li- 
drum accuratiſſimum ſeripſit de corpore Domini, ducentis fe- 
re annis antequam Hæreſis Berengariana . nalgeretur. de Euch. 
lib. 2. c. 34. 
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deed Paſchaſius Ratbertus it ſeems, wrote 4 wah accu- | 


rate Book, concerning the Lord's Body, almoſt 200 


Years before the Berengarian Hereſy aroſe ; eite that 
time the Cardinal only colletts it out of ſome dark 
Expreſſions of the Fathers, ftrain'd and tortur'd to 
bis Purpoſe, moſt of which were juſtly excepted IM 
againſt by his Adverſaries, Luther and Calvin, and 


indeed with great Force retorted upon himſelf. 


But after that, St. Odo, an Archbiſhop of Canter- f 


bury, found out a way to prove it to a great Num- 
ber that doubted of it by a Miracle, for they are the 
Words of Malmesbury. He confirm 'd a great Num- 
ber that were in doubt concerning the Truth of the 
Lord's Body, by openly ſhewing em the Bread of the 
Altar turn'd into Fleſh, and the Wine of the Cup changed 
into Blood, and (which was a greater Change of the two) 


at length reſtoring it to its wonted Species, he made it fit | 


for common Iſe. 


But notwithſtanding this and ſeveral other Mira- 


cles of this kind, as another of our || Hiſtorians tells 
us, Above 1000 Years after Chriſt it was deni- 
ed, and France was peculiarly affected with it; nay, to 
the Decretal of Pope Nicholas, where Berengarius's 
Abjuration of his Hereſy is at length expreſs'd ; theſe 
Words are added, Pope Nicholas ſent the Confeſſion 
which Berengarius had made before 113 Biſhops at Rome, 


concerning the Body of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, thro all the 
b © Cities 


+ Plurimos de veritate corporis Domini dubitantes ita robo- 
tavit ut panem altaris verſum in carnem, vinum calicis in ſan- 
guinem propalam oſtenderet & denuo in genuinam ſpeciem 


retorta ului humano conducibi lia faceret. 
Malmelſb. de Geſtis Pont. lib. r. 114. Lond. 1596. 


{ Eodem tempore Berengarius Archiepiſcopus [ſeu potius 
decanus vel diaconus] Turonenſis prolabitur in hæreticam 
pravitatem, imprimis autem afficiebatur omnis Gallia ejus Do- 


ctuna, &c. 


1 


—7 
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About the ſame time Berengarius, Arehbiſbop [or rather Dean or | 


Deacon] of Tours, fell into a vile Hereſy, and France was par- 
ticularly affected with it. 
Mat. Par. ad An. 1087. p. 10. 


— — 
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Cities of Italy, Germany, France, and to whatever 


Places elſe the Fame of bis Impiety might reach, that 
= choſe Churches which had been before grieved by his A.- 
poſt acy and Perverſenes, might rejoyce at his || Return and 


Converſion. And this was the 4th Council that was 
ſummon'd upon this Occaſion, ſo firmly was Tau- 


© /ubſtantiation eftabliſh'd in the Church above 1009 
I Years after Chriſt, that four Synods were neceſſary 


to impoſe it thoroughly. 

The wondrous Doctrine of Purgatory, more gain- 
ful to the Romiſh Church, than e're was making 
Shrines for Diana at Epheſus, was, alas! unhappily 
a Secret hid from the Infallible Chair, till near 600 
Years after Chriſt, and then it was introduc'd after 
ſuch a manner, as muſt move Laughter m him who 
thinks, it only a well invented Fable; but fill his 
Soul with Horrour, who ſees it obtruded on Chri- 
ſtians as an Article of their Faith, and the Name of 


J Gov ſo wicked ly abus'd in impoſing it. 


LAGS 
. N 


I might ſay the ſame of worſhipping Saints and 


1 Angels, of praying devoutly to Stocis and Stones; this 


was conteſted above 700 Years, and all that time 
could by no means paſs for an Article of the Univer- 
ſal Church. And Simeon the Monk of Durham, writes 
concerning the Decree made in the Synod at Conſtan- 
tinople, of worſtupping Images in the Year 792, with 
a great deal of SE” ; * Charles, King of France, 

ſent 


„ 4 2 


| Hane confeſſionem fidei de corpore & ſanguine Domini N. I. 
Chriſti a Berengario Romæ coram 113 Epiſcopis factam, miſit 
Papa Nicolas per urbes Italiz, Germaniz, Galliz, & ad quæ- 
cunqʒ loca fama pravitatis ejus pervenire antea potuit: ut Ec- 
eleſia quæ prius doluerant de averſo atq; perverſo, pollea 
gauderent de reverſo atq; convetſo. | 

Decr, ter, Par. de Conf. Dif. 11. 

* Anno 792, Carolus Rex Francorum miſit ſinodalem li- 

m ad Britanniam ſibi a Conſtant. directum in quo libro, 
eu pro dolor ! multa inconvenientia & veræ fidei contrarts 
Teperientes, maxime quod pæne omnium orientalium Daotto- 
rum 
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ſent to Britain the Synodical Book, which he receiv'd 


— 


— 


from Conſtant. in which, to our great Grief, we find 
many things very odd, and indeed contrary to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, eſpecially, that by the unanimous Agreement 
of almoſt all the Eaftern Divines, not leſs than 300 


| Biſhops have confirm'd it, that Images ought to be ador'd, 


which thing the Church of Go p abhors. | 

The like may be ſaid of their Fats, and of the 
impos'd Celebacy of their Clergy, &c. Theſe came 
very late into the Church, particularly the latter. 
We know that in Fuſtinian's Time, and a great deal 
after, Clergy-men were married, as appears from the 


Conſtitution entitled, Concerning the Wives of || Clergy- 


men. 

III only add, that when they boaſt of the many 
Miracles that are daily wrought in the Church, it 
is very probable, they are only Words of Iniquity, or 
groſs Impoſitions on the ignorant and well meaning 
Vulgar; and my Reaſon is, they are done in ſo ſe- 
cret a Manner as to be hid from the Eyes of all, but 
the AMiracle-Worker and his Accomplices. They are 
confin'd to Perſons of their own Communion, and 
are generally very trifling ; whereas the true Mira- 
cle dares to appear in the cleareſt Light, is uſeful 
to Mankind, 1s in common diſpenc'd to all, as the 
Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour were. 

II. Another Part of this Character is, That he hath 
teft to be wiſe, and to do good; or he hath ceaſed to 
underſtand that he might do it. 

How far this Character belongs to thoſe of the 


Church of Rome, that they leave off to be wiſe, and 


do good themſelves, I muſt leave the Learned of 
their 


—— Per 


. Mie. 


rum non minus quam zoo, vel eo amplius Epiſcoporum unani- 
ma aſſertione confirmantium imagiues adorare debere, quod 
emnino Eccleſia Dei execratur. 5 
5 Simeon Dunel, apud Tuiſd. p. 111, 
| Tire? Taperor Tov KAnemor. s / 
Nov. 123. C. 14. f. 171. Goth. Corp. &c- 
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their Communion to determine, but this is plain, 
they cauſe the Flock of which they have made them- 


_— 


= ſelves not Overſeers, but Lords, to ceaſe from Un- 


derſtanding that they may do good. For they keep 
the Key of Knowledge, I mean the Holy 'Scripture 
from em , they condemn all Verſions in the Vulgar 


Tongue, and abſolutely deny the uſe of em without 
a2 Licence, tho' they allow the Liberty of reading 


ſome Books of the Ancients, which only tend to fill 
the Mind with very vicious Notions. 

And to ſhew you that I do not aſſert this upon 
Truſt, or upon the Repreſentation that We Prote- 
ftants are ſaid to make falſly of em, I appeal to 
thoſe Rules which the Council of Trent it ſelf has 
laid down, to tell the Church what Books may or 
may not be read, and in the IVth General Rule (too 
long to be here inſerted ) the Reading the Bible in 
our Mother Tongue is forbid without Licence from the 
Biſhop' or Inquiſitor, or other proper Perſon, and it is in 
ſo many Words afſerted, * That the Perſon who with- 
out ſuch Licenſe ſhall preſume to read, or to have ſuch 4 
Tranſlation in his keeping, unleſs he ſhall firſt deliver his 
Bible to his Ordinary, is incapable of receiving Abſolute 
on from his Sins. 

And yet in the VIIth Rule, Books that tend to 
vitiate the Mind, and are juſtly ſaid to be contrary 
to Faith and good Manners, and thereupon are de- 
Tervedlycondemn'd, are however, if || wrote by Hea- 

| ©& 2 thens, 
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} Biblia Vulgari quocunque Idiomate Scripta, Ind. Exputg. 
Alex. 7. Rom. 1667. p. 14. 

* Qui autem abſque tali facultate ea legere ſeu ha bete præſump- 
ſerit: Niſi prids Bibliis Ordinario redditis peceatorum abſolu- 
tionem percipere non pate ſt. — - 

Reg. 4. Con. Trid. Apud Ind. Expurg. 
| Antiqui vero 2 qui Res laſcivas ſeu obſcenas ex 
profeſſo traftant ] ab Ethnicis conſcripti propter Sermonis E- 
legantiam & Proprietatem permittuntur, nulla tamen ratione 
pueris legendi ſunt. | *T 
; Reg. 7. 
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thens, permitted, becauſe of the Elegance and Propriety 
of the Stile, tho? there is this Exception, for Pl1 do 
'em no Injuſtice, they are by no means to be read by 
Wut h. | 

But ſee now the Spirit of a Clergy who hath left 
off to do good, they keep the People from reading the 
Scripture, for fear they ſhould get more harm than good, 
A for that's the Pretence ; and yet permit, for the 
ſake of the Purity of the Stile, and the Elegance of 
the Compoſition, thoſe Books which they own con- 
trary to the Faith, and deftruftive of good Manners ||. 
As if vicious Principles were therefore to be taught, 
becauſe the Teacher had the moſt graceful and moſt 
beautiful way of recommending them. 

Now as this was the Doctrine of the Council of 


Trent which the Romaniſts ſo much admire, ſo it was 


alſo confirm'd by the Supream Court of Inquiſition, 
and by their Order Printed at Madrid, in the Year 
1667. and by Pope Alexander the 7th, at Rome, in the 
ſame Year. | 

As then this is no falſe Repreſentation of the Ro- 
miſh Church, fo 1 would appeal to any Man in his 
Right Mind, whether or no they have not ceas'd to 
be wiſe that they may do good, or whether they don't 
take all poſſible Care of preventing others under- 
ſtanding how to do it? 

III. Another Part of his Character is, He deviſeth 
Miſchieff on bis Bed, he ſetteth himſelf in a way that is 
not good. 

That is, He has laid ſeveral very deep Deſigns, 
and entred into very ſecret and dangerous Conſpira- 
cies againſt King David: And he has not only com- 

| mitted 


— 


+ Plus inde ob Hominum temeritatem detrimenti quam u- 
tiliratis oriri, ONT = 


f Bidei & morum ratio habenda fir, . Reg, 7. 
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mitted theſe Iniquities thro? Inadvertence, or the Im- 
rfection of his Nature, but he does it with Preme- 
ditation and Choice, for he has ſet himſelf to do it. 
Now as to the firſt of theſe, We have not onl 
their Conſpiracies laid againſt other Nations, fuch 
as was that, which cauſed the Maſſacre at Paris, 
wherein ſo many Thouſand brave Proteſtants fell a 
Sacrifice to this inſatiable and blood-thirſty Enemy, 
but we have the frequent Conſpiracies they have 
devis'd againſt us, to inftance in. To them was 
wholly owing the bloody Maſſacre of Ireland, where- 
in they ſhew'd ſo much of their Cruelty and Savage- 
nes of Temper, that it is to be hop'd, it will not 
eaſily wear out of the Mind of any true Proteſtant. 
And it was Go p only that prevented their number- 
les Conſpiracies againſt this Nation to take Effect. 
As when in the Reign of King James the I. they con- 
triv'd and carried on the Powder Plot very near to 
Execution; Soit was G o p prevented us from falling 
by their repeated Conſpiracies ſince that Time, eſpe- 
cially at the glorious Revolution ; By their Deſign of 
aſſuſſinating the King, and by many others ſince that 
Time within our own Memory, and even in the 
Reign of Her Preſent Majeſty, when with a Foreign 
Force, they endeavour'd to diſpoſſes the Queen of 


Her Throne, and impoſe a King upon Us. 


I may not enlarge on the ſeveral Conſpiracies I 
have mention'd, nor indeed on thoſe Two remarka- 
ble Ones, which gave occaſion to the Religious Ob- 
ſervance of this Day. 

Only of the firſt I ſhall ay, that however it is ri- 
dicul'd and denied by the Papiſts, yet Martin Delrio, 
a very learned Man, and of the Order of Jeſus, in 
his 6th Book of Magical Diſquiſitions, puts a Cale ex- 
treamly like this, ſome Years before this Deſign, 
tho? at that Time thought to be in Agitation, was 
however put in Execution, 


The 
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The Caſe is concerning the Seal of Confeſſion, or 
the Secrecy to beobſerv'd in it. And the Queſtion is, 
+ Can a Prieft make uſe at any Time of the Intelligence 
he has receiv/'d in Cnfiſſion, fa far at leaſt as to reſtrain 
or avert any Evils ? For Example, a Wizard or any one 
elſe confeſſes, he has laid Gunpowder or other Sulphure- 
ous Matter under ſuch or ſuch a Place, and unles it be 
remov'd the Houſe will be fir d, the Prince deftroy'd, 


and all that either come into the City, or go out of it, be 


in very great Danger of their Lives. ? 

This is plainly the Caſe, and you ſee how very 
like the Deſign that was form'd againſt King James 
it was, without any particular Application. Only I 
ſhall obſerve, that this very Caſe was put in the Year 


1600. || when the Author dedicated this Work, 


which was five Years before it was put in Executi- 
ON. | 
I go on to obſerve, & that the Queſtion is determin d 
almoſt all Diuines, ſome few only excepted, as the 
Jeſuit himſeif confeſſes, That the Deſign may be diſco- 
ver d with this Circumſpectian, that neither direflly nor 
indirectly any ſhould be brought ſo much as to ſuſpect the 
Penitent guilty of the Crime. But, ſays he, The other 
Opinion is more probable, ſafer, more agreable to Reli- 
gion, and tothe Reverence due to the Sacrament. F 
| An 


7 Poſſitne Sacerdos uti aliquando ſcientia ex confeſſione par- 
ta laltem ad gubernationem & ad avertenda mala. Verbi gra- 
tia coufitetur malificus ſe vel alium poſſuiſſe pulveres vel quid 
aliud ſub tali limine, & niſi tollantur Domum comburendam 
Principem LInteriturum, quotquot urbem ingredientur, egredi- 
enturque in magnam perniciem & periculum venturos. 

| 0 .-; - Delr, Lib. 6. C. 1. 5. 2. 

| Lovan, 5 Kal. Mart. Anno ſzculari ſexto decimo. 
* Qua in Queſtione conſentiunt omnes fere D. D. paucis 
exceptis, licere ſervata circumſpettione ut nec directe nec indi- 
recte ad ſuſpicionem peccati quiſquam deveniat — (ed probabi- 
lior eſt contraria ſententia & tutior, & magis conſentanea Re- 
ligioni & Reverentiz hui Sacramento debitq;. Id. Ib, 
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And agreable to this, was the Expreſſion. of Bine- 
tur, another of the ſame Order; Who, about Two or 
Three Months F after the Murder of Henry the IV. of 
France (by Ravillac ) diſcourſing with Caſaubon con- 
cerning the Puniſhment ( or as he call d it) rhe Martyr- 
dom of Garnet the Jeſuit, who was hang d for the Pow- 
der Plot; ſaid, it was better that all the Kings on 
Earth ſhould periſh, than the Seal of Confeſſion 
ſhould be once broke; and added, becauſe the Infti- 
tution of Kingly Government 1s a Humane Creature, 
but Confeſſion is of Divine Right. 
- Where among many other admirable Effects of 
Auricular Confeſſion, this is one ; a Man may confeſs 
the greateſt Crime in the World, have Abſolurion as 
a Penitent, and never come to Puniſhment. A Nati- 
en may be deſtroy'd, à King, nay, all the Kings on 
Earth may be kill d, the Sin confeſs'd, the Criminal 
remain undiſcover'd, the Prieſt, in Go p's Name 
pronounce Abſolution, and the Murtherer go to Hea- 
ven for his Pains. | 
The Conſpiracy that was laid againſt us at the Time 
of the Revolution, and the Progreſs it then made, 
and the Danger of its ſucceeding, are too well remem- 
bred to — inſiſting on. All Things were concert- 
ed with that admirable Wiſdom, profound Secrecy, 
and manag'd with all that Addreſs, that nothing but 
the Providence of Almighty Go p, could have pre- 
vented the ſad, the unhappy Conſequences of it. 
The Papiſts, there is no Man alive can doubt 
were at that Time endeavouring with their utmoſt 
Skill and Dexterity, to introduce the Romiſh Faith, 


and 


— 


ft Mihi lutetiz dixit Binetus, ordinis veſtri Theologus in Bi- 
bliotheca Regis Chriſt, altero tertiove Menſe poſt Hen ici IV. 
Cedem cum de Garnerti ſupplicio (ipſe Martyrium vocabat ) 
loqueremur. Preftaret onmes Reges perire quam fi vel ſemel Con- 
fefſionis figillum violaretur. Et cauſam fimul addens Regum 

enim, ait, Imperium Juris Humani. eſt, Confeſto Juris Divini. 
Calaub. Epil. 624. P. 779. Brun. 16;C. 
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and in Order to it, had taught the King to Rule 
without Law, to lay afide Parliaments, and to go- 
vern a Nation, ſecured by innumerable Laws in its 
known Priviledges and Liberties, after an abſolute * 
Manner ; and indeed it became them fo to do, if e- 
ver they meant to ſucceed in the Attempt ; for an 
abſolute Tyranny in the Church, cannot be 
ſupported but with abſolute Power in the State, pro- 
vided only the Power and Conſcience of the Prince 
be under the Power and Direction of the Church, as 
in all Countries truly Popiſh they are. 

Thus dangerous was the Conſpiracy, this Miſ- 
chief had he contriv/d againſt us upon his Bed, and with 
too much Succeſs had carried on, till the Revolution 
became neceſſary, and the Lords and Commons 
thought fit to declare the Throne vacant, and to 
fill it with a Proteſtant Prince, our late Glorious De- 
liverer. | 

Again, It is ſaid, He ſetteth himſelf in a way that 
is not good; that is, as I faid before he does not com- 
mit all this Wickedneſs by Chance or Inadvertency, 
but it ariſes from a ſet, propenſe Deſign ; he reckons 
upon a way that is not good, and flatters himſelf in it. 

And it can't be denied that they do ſo. Don't we 
ſee all theſe Doctrines ſo contrary to Chriſtianity 
have been enacted by divers Councils, as well as con- 
demn'd by others? And are they not all of em un- 
der pain of the moſt ſolemn Anathema, confirm'd, 
by the Council of Trent, which the Church of Rome 
acknowledge, and which the Fapiſts in + England tell 


us they agree to, and receive. 
Curſed, 


— 


— 


+ Whoſe Decrees of Doctrines (ſpeaking of the Council of Trent) 
are as much acknowledged here by Catholicks in England and 
Germany, as within the Walls of Rome it ſelf, or in the 
Vazican. 

Reflections on the Anſwer to Pap. Rep. & Miſrep. p. 9. 
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ke "I Curfed, ſay the Council, is he that ſhal la, that al 


the Sacraments of the New Teſtament were not inſtituted 
" by aur Lord and Saviour Feſus Grip, that hey are more 


Seven. 
M 112 42775 — Ha is the Alan that ſay 5, Greed is is 


f nor. confer! by the Sacraments of . the New Teſtament, 


Opere Operato, or the very. Adminiſtration it ſelf. 
—_ —— Mos as to their wonderful Dodtrine of 
A Real Pręſence; their Words are theſe, in the 

Weg of the 2 ich See of that Council, under Pope 
Julius. th 

* If = — Fn: ſa, that in 1 the — holy Sacrament 
2 the e there remains the. Sulſtauce of Bread 

Vine, e wit h the Bady and Blood of our Lord 

4 4 $56 eſus Chriſt, and denies that miraculous and 
7 —— Change of the whole Subſeance of the Bread into 
Body, and of the whole Subſtance of the Wine into. Blood, 
the Appearances of Bread Wine only remaming; 
which Change the Catholic. ch very pul: Sale Tan- 
ſubſtantiation, let him be aceurſed, . 

+ Again, Curſed is he that, ſays of extreme. dae, 
it dont confer, Net and remit dun eb as 


n 
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= Si quis dixerit Sacramenta 1 nova legis non fuiſſe omnia 2 
Jeſu Chriſto Domino, N. inltitura aut eſſe plura vel payciora 
quam 7—Auathema fit, Sell. 7. De facra, Can. 1. 

|||] Si quis dixetit per ipſa nove legis ſacramenta ex Opere 
Ope o, uon conferti gratiam—Anathema fir. , S.e,c.s. 

* Si quis dixerit in Sacroſantto Euchariltiz Sacramento re- 
manere ſubſtantlam panis & vini, unz cum corpore & ſan- 
guine Domini Noſtri Jeſu Chriſti ; negaveritq; mirabilem il- 
lam, & ſingulatem converſionem totius ſubſtantiæ panis in 
Kren & totius ſubſlantiz vini in ſanguinem manentibus dun- 

xat ſpeciebus, 1 & vini, quam quidem convert ſionem 
catholica Eccleſia aptiſſime Tranſubſlantiationem appellat, a- 
nathe ma fit. 

Si quis dixerit, ſacrum inſitmorum unctionem non con- 
fevre gratiam, nec remittere peccata— Anathema fir, 

Sell. 14. C, 2. De, 84. Ex. Une. 
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their Jnterveſſon for ut of God indeed a 
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curſed is he that ſpa e de, a rrue 
hea tracer not offer il ro Jod. | 


RIB, 


A 


c would be endles to mention all the * Anathes\ 


ma's of that Council againſt thoſe that deny the Maſs 


to be profitable for Living or Dead ; * oupht not 


to be in Memory of the —_ and or the obtaining 


thoſe, who in the leaſt diſpute "he Articles of that 


Council, however we Proteſtants know em to contra- 


dict the Scriptures. But by theſe you ſee they have 
with a great deal of Induftry and Reſolution ſer them- 
jou in _— that is not god; but that will further 
ſuch a Sn bas one Degree of Impi- 


= 3 — from the fourth Part of their Cy 
rater, which is, 


Hi abborreth not Poll. 8 
It's plain, that they who ** thus Necla 
with Gop, that dare to uſurp his Authority, and 


to decree in his Name what he never gave them a 
Commiſſion to do: It's plain, that they who will not 
{ruple making a Religion, (for the Romiſh Religion 
is never to be ſought for in the Bible, which is the 
only Religion which Gop made) will not tick at 
any Evil, they cannot abhor it. 

| Now as only Force is wanting to make their De- 
terminations and Sanctions effectual, and to render 
their Curſes otherwiſe harmles ' enough, truly 
dreadful, fo they have very cunningly devis'd the 
moſt ſure way of having their Decrees ſubmitted to 
by inſtitut ing a Tribunal, that ſhall judge of all Mat- 
ters of Faith and Hereſy 3 1 mean the CO of UN- 


en 
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I Si quis dixerit in miſſa non offervi Deo verum aut propri- 
um ſacrificiun— Anathema fit, ' Zell. 22. C. 1. Mt: 
* Can. 3. C. 5. ejuſd. Seſl. 
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1 Hermon praaob d an Nov. 5. 27 
- A Coutt of all others, the moſt inhuman, the 
moſt bloody, unjuſt and h, and nu where to 


le Parallel d in the Hiſtory of the moſt 'barbarous 
Ages, favage | 


There a Man lies for ſeveral Months, 1 

> —— a moſt vile and 

os not the Cauſe, nor who are his Accu- 
— yn 


; at: laſt examur'd by the Hol ifitors, 
or . 
he is fort d to become his own Accuſer; to diſcover all 
his Favourers or Abettors in Herefy; and when the 
poor Wretch has made all the Diſcovery he can, he 
is again commanded to the Rack, to extort yet fur- 
ther Notices from him. Thus cruelly tortur'd by 
the religious Prieft, he is deliver'd (happy Delive- 
rance out of fuch a Power) to the ſecular Magi- 
ſtrate, with a moſt ett ionate, and doutleſs a _ 
fancere Intreaty from the Prieſt, that 
done to hurt the Body or Life of the Priſoner, — 
in their Conſciences they know he is forc'd on their 
Sentence to commit him immediately to the Flames. 
And what's his Crime? He doubts whether the 
Pope has the Power he uſurps or no? He cannot be- 
heve Purgatory? Is at a great reat Lok about Tranſubſtan- 
tiation? And this in the Church deſerves ten thouſand 
times a ſeverer Puniſhment than High Treaſon in 
the State; he muſt not doubt, for tho ſure it is e- 
nough to make a Man a true Believer, to ſay in the 
Wards of St. Paul, He that doubts is damn d, yet if 
that were all, the Craft and Intereſt of the Church 
of Rome would ſurely be deſtroy'd, whereas while 
— by this Court of Inquiſition it is hardly like 
to 
Certainly then à Church that makes uſe of theſe 
inhuman Methods to ſupport it ſelf, cannot abhor 
Evil; is this like the Temper of the Bleſſed Jeſus ? 
ts this like the moſt pure, the moſt holy gee 
Church? or rather is not this an Imitation of 
| D 2 Devhl, 


— 


Devil, — ue Murtherer 
fromthe Be ginning ! SETTER 


It will be to little purpoſe to ſay; as the Roms. 


as, when they are charg'd with p Religion 


with the Sword, of cutting Mens Throats for Gop's 
fake, of putting Men to Death with cruel Torments 


for the ſake of Conſcience, &c. That this is only 
done by a few, and cannot 'be laid of the Church. 
For whilft the Bloody Inquiſition has the Sanftion 
of the Apoſtolical See, I mean of Pope and Councils, 
the Blood of the innocent Souls who daily periſh 
there, will be laid upon the Church; — as a 
Church, the Papiſts are juſtly chargeable with all the 
Cruelties alledg'd by Proteſt.ums againſt em. Tho? I 
make no doubt there are a great many good and mer- 
ciful Men among _ that abhor theſe Ne apr 
Proceedings. 

But ho- contrary are theſe Articles of Trent, this 
Court of Inquiſition, to the Rubric even of Pope: Julius 
himſelf, who pronounc'd theſe Anathema's above-: 
mention d, and yet ſays expreſly, No one ought to be 
furc d to believe, ſpeaking of the Children of Jewiſh Pa- 
rente, whom he would not have NOTE N their Pa- 
rents Conſent. 
But what greater Force can we conceive can be 
made uſe of to oblige Men to believe, than this Ho- 
ly Office, as they call it, does? Of which 1 wilt give 
you a brief Deſcription in the Words of that Great: 
Man, Thuunus; {peaking of the Complaints of the' 
br: Annes againſt it, he ſays, ; 
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* De Tudzis, Julius 7 ene & luden fili, invitis 
parentibus, Chriſliani & On hodoxi non inſtituantur aut bap- 
tiazentur ; ne mini equidem ad eredendum vis inferri debet. 


i 20 Decret. 7. Lib. 5. Tit r. 
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ene preac?d on'Nov.g, To 


I The'perverſe and prepoſteroxs Form of their Judicator 
CY he Horaf of ; for in that Court all — 
Equity, and all regular Methods of Proceeding, were in- 
vert ed. Beſides the Cruelties of their Torments, by which 
they — extorted from theſe miſerable and accus'd 
Innocents whatſoever their Fudges would have *em, which 
for the moſt part was contrary to Truth, that they might 
ſave themſelves from their Tortures. From whence it was 
they ſaid, that it was invented not ſo much really to preſerue 
true Piety, which by another way, according to the antient, 
Diſcipline of the Church, might have been well enough 
ſecur d; as, that by this means depriving every Mau of, 
his Eſtate, the very Lives themſelves of Freemen might 
be brought into Danger. | Net: 

— | Eraſmus of the ſame Court ſays, Nom a- 
days the Monks ſometimes ſpread a falſe Report againſt a 

Aan, he is immediately asi, and carried to Priſon 
upon ſuſpicion : There they argue the Matter according to 
their Manner; Articles are noted down, and the Fag-; 
Lots, are prepar d. 

Thus have I given you a general Character of the 
Enemies from whom we through the Bleſſing of God 
were deliver'd. | | 

And do we not hence ſee the Greatnes of our De- 
liverance from the Danger we were then in, of fal- 
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1 Augebat horrorem p?rverſa & prepoſtera Judiciorum for- 
ma, quæ contra naturalem equitatem & omnem legitimum or- 
dinem in ſuriſdictione illà explicanda obiervatur; tum etiam 
immanitas tormentorum, quibus, plerunque contra veritatem, 
quicquid delegatis ſudicibus libebat, a miſetis & innocentibus 
reis, ut ſe cruciatibus eximerent, per vim extorquebatur : quo 
fie bat, ut non tam pietatis tuendz cauſa eam inventam dice- 
rent, cui alia via ſatis ex antiqua Eccleha proſpectum efler; 
quà m ut everfis iſta ratione omnium fortunis, liberis capitibus 
periculum crearetur. Muan. lib. 3. 

| Nunc interdum Monachi vanum ſpargunt rumorem, mox 
veluti ſaſpectum t tahunt in carcerem ; ibi diſputant ſuo more, 
notantur articuli, & parantur faſciculi. K74/ ä 1 
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36 Of Putting our-Truft in Gad: 
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ting into che Hands of thoſe Men, Sm 


dies ave Ovuelrits ? 


- What Danger could be equal ual 10 urs ur Refi 
r in- 
of being at to have — 


Muſt have been forc'd to worſhip Stocks and 

and Creatures, that never were at all, or elſe were 
not the Holy Men they are ſaid to be. Inſtead of 
uſing our Reaſon or our Senſes, we muſt have been 
&en content to part with both, and embrac d Tranſub- 
anti rio; Idolatry and Superſtition had been impos d 
upon us. Tho? it's t ts obſerve that 
Council of Trent, w Dr. Barrow calls 228. 
Betrayers of the Church to CES 
ftian Truth to the Prevalency of Falſhood, ti rill God = 
that very - Council, which commands under an A 
hathema Worftip of Images, would have — 
#orſbipp'd without Superſtition, which is paſe any Fro- 
. — Skill to under ſtand. 

The Civil Liberties of the Nation had been d 
roy d; the Nation made Tributary, as once before 
it was, to Rome; our Conſciences in the Prieſts 
ing, and by the help of Auricular Confeſſion, our E- 
Kates and Lives at their Mercy; and our Souls doubt- 
leſs, in ſuch a Chureh, in a bleſſed Way to Heaven. 


But Gow did in his infinite Mercy deliver us, botk 


then and at all times fince, from all their wicked De- 
ſigns and bloody Conſpiracies. Thy 
V. 5, 6. Mercy, O Lord, mas in the Heavens, 
and thy Faithfulneſs in the Clouds, Thy 
Righteouſneſs i is like the great Mountains, thy Fadgments 
are 4 Se Deep: O Lord, thou preſerueſt Man and 


Be 
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{| Dr, | of Pope”s Supremacy, p. 240. 
— Trid. — ſub Pio 4. oy; 
nis porro ſuperftitio in Sanctorum invocati Reliqui-- 
arum veneratione, & imaginum ſacra uſu — 12 — 
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And now can We in this Nation, We that have 

any Value for our Religion or our Liberties; for our 
God or our Country; for our Souls or our Lives; for 
our ſelves or Poſterity; forbear bleſſing Gop for this 
fo great a Deliverance, or help ſaying with the ut- 
moſt Gratitude or Affection, How excellent is 
Loving-kindneſs, O'Gop ! Therefore the Children of 
Men pur their Traft under the Shadow of thy Wings. 
And as it is the 


104 thin 1 copoe'd, ſo I ſhall briefly conſider it. 

The Caſe ing er is this : 
The Conſideration of the Loving-kindneſs of Gon 
to a Nation, lays them under freſh Obligations 


t their Truft in Him. 
— makes this — Reſult, you ſee, of the Cons 

Gderation of the Loving-kindnes of Gop to 
and every good Man will do the ſame: Gop 
granted him, and He has granted us, a very won- 
derful Deliverance ; what can we do then leſs, in 
any Time of Danger, but place our Truſt in his Al- 
mighty Protection and Defence? 
What new Dangers may ariſe to this Nation from 
the ſame Enemy, I ſhan't pretend to determine; but 
this I ſhall ſay, They are the very ſame Enemies to 
us they always were. Their Principles are not at 
all mended, their Doctrines are not alter*d, nor their 
Manners chang'd ; ; they have the ſame ungovern'd, 
\l-temper'd Zeal, the ſame bloody Principles, the 

very ſame Powers to affiſt * em, if Gop ſhou permit 
em to join in Conſpiracy againſt us : And therefore 
as we are not to torment our ſelves with imaginary 
Fears of Danger, if no Danger is really nigh ; ſo we 
are not at any time, like the People of Laſh, to live 
in a fooliſh Security till fidden 7 and inevitable De- 
ſtrutction comes upon us. 


But 
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But let the Caſe in this reſpect be how it will, it 


into his Protection, and truſt, our ſelves under the 
Shadow of bis HM gs... 1 0 legs 
I hall not trouble you with a large Account of 
Truſting in Gop. at this time, but only obſerve, that 
Good Men have a rational Ground of Hope or Truſt 
in Gop, becauſe of the Aſſurance he has given em 
in his Holy Word of his Favour and Protection; and 
eſpecially as it defends his Church againſt the Gates 
of Hell and Powers of Darknes. And the Pſalmiſt 
dA4ioes aſſure them that truſt inGop, that 
V. 8. they ſhall be abundantly ſatisſ d with the 
- 31.» Fatneſs of his Houſe, they ſhall be made 
to drink of the Rivers of Pleaſure ; for with him 1s-thie 
Fountain of Life, in his Light we ſhall ſee Light. 11. |, 
-- This Reaſon have we to truſt in Gop'y and in- 
deed to place our Truſt in Him is theynoſt rational 
thing a Good Man can do, as well as it is moſt ho- 

nourable to Gor. For then it's plain 
1 Pet. 4. ig. that we dare to commit our Souls to his 


keeping, as into the Hands of 4 faithful 
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What an Honour did the noble and courageous 
Behaviour of the numerous Martyrs, which this Na- 
tion ſaw, when theſe our Enemies were ſuffer' d to 

bear Rule over us, bring to the Name of Gop, to 
Chriſt, and the true Religion? They dar'd in the 
midſt of Flames to commend. their Souls to Gap : 
Fearleſs of Fire, and undaunted under the Agonies 
of Death, they defy'd the tremendous Cuffes of their 
Enemies, and with a truly Chriſtian Spirit forgave 
their Perſecutors, and bleſs'd even thoſe Perſons 
who deſtroy'd their Bodies with Fire, and by Tov 

| Curſes 
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Curſes had devoted their Souls to everlaſting Tor- 
ments. 

Thus every Degree of Truſt we place in Gop, does 
bring an Honour to him; it ſhews a firm Belief in 
his Truth and Promiſes; a lively Hope of enjoying 
what he has afſur'd to us. Beſides, this is the only 
Security againſt Danger, or Preſervative in it: For, 
in the Words of the Pſalmiſt, They | 
that truſt in the Lord ſhall be as Mount Pſal.128, r, 2, 
Sion, which cannot be removed, but à- | 
bideth for ever. As the Mountains are round about ſe- 
ruſalem, ſo the Lord is round about his People from 
benceforth even for ever. 


It is time that I now come to apply this Subject to 
you, and bear with me while I make the following 
Reflections from it. 

I. As you have ſeen the Character of the Enemies 
of our Nation deſcrib'd from the Words of the Pſal- 
muſt, fo it ſhould fill our Souls with holy Gratitude, 
and we ſhould ſincerely return Thanks to God for ſe 
great a Deliverance as This. 

I his is in an eſpecial manner the Buſinesof the Day 
indeed; but ſure it ought on every Reflection tobe the 
Buſines of our whole Lives. Who is ſenſible of the 
Bleſſing of Liberty of Conſcience, but on every View 
he takes of the Slavery the whole Laity of the Romiſh = 
Commiunion are under to a Bigotted Prieſthood, will 
not thank Gop the Caſe is not his own ? Will he not 
have reaſon to rejoice with all his Heart, that he is 
not, as that Great and Good Man 
Arch-Biſhop Uſher expreſſes it, in Uſh. Aunalr. 
this Hell of Slavery; What Chri- 
ſtian is there that, whenever he celebrates the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, has not reaſon to rejoice, 
that he is not bound to call that Bread a Body, or that 
Wine the real Blood of Chriſt ; for without the Aſ- 
fiſtance of an Inquiſition, or ſome ſuch violent Pro- 
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cedures, he will never ſay He believes it? In ſhort, 
every Refleftion on the Impoſitions of the Church 
of Rome, will give every Proteſtant, however elſe, 
diſtinguiſh'd, occaſion to rejoice at this Deliverance. 
And every Man, that has any Concern at all, for his 
own Soul, for his Liberty, or for his Countries Hap- 
ines, though he may diſlike the manner of the 
eliverance, or be prejudic'd agamſt the Glorious De- 
liverer, muſt however give Go p Thanks, that we 


were deliver'd, and the Deſigns of our Enemies 
vere diſappointed. S TAPERED 


II. 1 might argue from hence, the Neceffity of a 
greater Unity, or rather Union among Proteſtants 
of all ſorts, than as yet there is. Our Enemies boaſt 
themſelves at Unity; there are, they ſay, no Divi- 
ſions among them, and this, if true, makes em ſo 
much the more dreadful. Lo. 
But among Prot eſt ants, G o d only knows, how many 
are the foolith Diviſions, and never to be eno? lamen- 
ted Diſtinctions. Theſe lay us open to our Enemies, 
theſe make us a Scorn, a By-word and Repraach. - 
Theſe diſhonour Go p, deſttoy the Intereſt of Re- 
kgion,' as well as create the moſt unreaſonable Ani- 
moſities among our ſelves. And which, one would 
think, thould be ſufficient to convince us of our Fol- 
ly, as well as Impꝛety, in continuing em, theſe ex- 
poſe us beyond Meaſure, to the united Attempts of 
the Church of Nome. | | 
Are not, my | Brethren, the Mercies Go p has 
ſhewn this Nation, when by his Servant King Willi 
am he did fend us this Salvation, are not theſe Mer- 
cies in Common? Which of the Sects of Proteſtants 
do not ſhare the Benefits of it ? Or which of the 
ſubdivided Parties in the ſame Church, ſince Pm 
fore d to uſe that Expreſſion, have not their Liber- 
ties, their Lives, their Religion ſecur'd by 'em? 
And which of us all, are unconcern'd to have 'em 
Kill ſecur*d to us? : Nay 
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+ Nay I will go further, the very Roman Catholics 
themſelves in England, if they rightly conſider their 
own Happines, can never wiſh their own Religion 
ſhould prevail; I mean be eftabliſh'4 by Law, which 
950 D grant it never may! For it's very plain, they 
will then be under a more abſolute Subjettion to the 
Power of the Prieſt, conſequently in more Danger 
from their Auricular Confeſſions. Abſolution will be 
with much more difficulty obtain'd;the Penances much 
ſeverer, with all the intolerable Exact ions of the C ler- 
gy will be made heavier, and all this mforc'd upon 
em by a Secular Power. And that this will be their 
Caſe, is plain from the preſent State of the Romaniſts 
in thoſe Countries, where their Religion is only to- 
lerated or conniv'd at, and where it is eſtabliſh'd by 
Law. Som the Dominions of the States General, in 
Pruſſia, &c. they live with much greater Eaſe, and are 
ſubject to fewer Impoſit ions, than they are, in the 
now ſo much admir'd Church of France, not to ſay in 
the Churches of Spain and Portugal; where thro? the 
5 yranny of the Inquiſition, the Slavery is intolera- 
e. 


And if it cannot be for the Intereſt of the Papi/# 
himſelf (J mean the Lay Papiſt only to have his Re- 
ligion eftablith'd) for as to the Prieſt, it is the only 
Reaſon he has to with it fo, becauſe ain will be 
Godtines to him, it can never be for the Intereſt of 
Proteſtants, however unhappily diſtinguiſh'd, to wiſh 
it here in any Form, or to give Countenance to the 
Dottrines of it, which ſeem the moſt Innocent, ſuch as 
Abſolution, Auricular Confeſſion, &c. which draw a 
Train of unhappy Conſequences after em. 

Fhe Unanimity then that is found in our Enemies 
in attaquing our Holy Religion, and the true Uni- 
formity that is found in their Principles and Practi- 
ces, ſhould engage us to be as Unanimous and as U- 
nifarm in oppoſing their Deſigns. 
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And would to Go that Day were come, a Day 
too Happy to be expected! When all theſe Di- 
ſtinctions among Proteſtants ſhould be for ever laid 
aſide, and Men of all Parties and Sects ſhould join 
in the Defence of that Religion, which came down 
from Heaven, and is only to be found in the Scrip- 
tures, the Holy Word of GOD; When they would 
ceaſe telling us of the Decrees of Councils, the Infalli- 
bility of Popes, the Interpretations of the Fathers, who 
are as often in the wrong as their Children, the Tra- 
ditions of the Church ; and above all, of that grand 
Deluſion and Deceit of the Unanimous Conſent of the 
Church in all Times and all Ages, which, Go p 
knows, no Man in his Senſes can beheve. | 
Oh happy Time; When every Man ſhould ſtand 
er fall to his own Maſter! When every one ſhould 
judge for himſelf in Matters of Faith ! When he 
ſhould not be frighted by menaces of Torture or 
Death! Nor allur'd with Digmties and Preferments! 
When, Truth ſhould be his only Concern, and the 
pleaſing of Go p, and Salvation of his Soul, his only 
Aim ! | 
But Lord, when ſhall this Time come ! Whey ſhall 
© thy Laws be thus written in our Hearts, and 
| Heb, 8. 10, put into our Minds ! When wilt thou thus 
Ge. Fa to uc a GOD, and we thus be to thee 


a People? When ſhall we not teach every 
Man his Brother, and every Man his Neighbour, ſay- 
ing, Know the Lord, but we ſhall'all know thee, from 
the leaſt to the greateſt ? 

Be thou thus merciful to our Unrighteouſnes and Sins, 
and remember the Iniquities, eſpecially of our making 
Additions to thy Law, and of the violent Interpre- 
tations of it, no more | 0k 


III. Let us therefore daily pray in the Words of 
the Pſalmiſt in the 1oth and 11th Verſes, O continue 


#by loving Kindnes to them that know thee, and thy Righ- 
5 | teouſ nes 
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teouſnes to the Upright in Heart. Let not the Foot © 
Pride come againſt me, and let not the Hand of thi 
Wicked remove me. | 44; pat 
& [et not, O Lord, thoſe, that know thee be led 
cc into Captivity by thoſe that know thee not: Let 
© thy loving Kindnes continue unto us in the Pre- 
tc ſervation of this Nation for Ages ſtill to come! 
& Let thy Righteouſnes be ſhown unto ſuch as are 
* upright in Heart, and ſincere in thy Service!. 

Let not the Foot of Pride come againſt the QUEEN 
of Great Britain, let no — Aſpirer to the 
Crown come _ us more, neither let the Hand 
of the Wicked remove her. Let neither the ſubtle 
and dark Deſigns of our implacable Enemies prevail 

ainſt us, neither let their open Attempts againſt 
the Throne proſper. Blefſed be GOD, thou haft 
defeated em hitherto, and we have the Happines 
of a Proteſtant Princeſs upon the Throne, a Proteſtant 
Succeſſion ſecur'd, a Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſh'd, 
Liberty of Conſcience granted and continued. Let 
* this Loving Kindnes be continued to us, that we 
* may go on to know and ſerve the Lord ! | 


And then in the IVth and Laſt Place, May the 
Pfalmiſt's Prophecy of his Enemies in the 1 2th Verſe, 
prove true of ours, There are they fallen, they are caſb 
down, they ſhall not be able to riſe. | 

Our Enemies fell, at the Revolution, from the very 
heigth of their Expectation. They had promis'd 
themſelves the higheſt Proferments in the Church, 
the moſt honourable Places in the State, had form'd 
themſelves Proſpects of vaſt Eſtates, and aſſur'd 
themſelves of the utmoſt Happines, and they had, 
but too juſt Reaſon to expett it. 

© But ſee! The Workers of Iniquity are fallen, 
* GOD that ſitteth in the Heavens ſaw em imagining 
© a vain Thing, he laugh'd at em, and had em in De- 
* rifion, He ſpoke unto *em in his Wrath, and be vex'd 

| ems 
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* lows & bis ſare:Difaleaſore! . Thus were thay 
7 _ Blaſted, ate chai SE 
25 ſes utter ly defeated 8 

And, fas the Pfalmift, they e x eq dew, they they I 
Aal not be able to riſe. / Thie aks 
Fett of his Enemies; and the ion of Of chetr 
Power, would to Con, it might be ipplied with 8 
auch Truth to ours: Phat they were cafi qr, 
ſo as never to be able to riſe: + But alas They ate 
Krong/as ever, they are as reſtles, and tho they are 
foil'd indeed, yet like an enrag d Enemy, they on- 
return with ths; greater Fury to the Attaque, "al 
x Revenge purſue their Conquerors. 
Bur tiiis is our Happines, that in Go Þ we way 
place our Pruſt. He wan Almighty, and a ſure De- 
fence, and while we have Him on our fide, we need 
not fear what Man can do unto us. 

And what remains, but that with fervent . 
to Gon, Wwe ask of him the continuance of his Pro- 
tection and Defence; that we endeavour to live as 
becomes a People thus favour'd of Gos, and as 
thoſe who are ſenſible of their Deliverance. > 

Thus we ſhall engage His Protection for the 
OVUEEN,” the Nation, and our Selves. Ant thus 
in the Times of the gteateſt Peril we may place 
aur Truſt n Him, "Whoſe Loving Kindnes is over all 
bis Works, and | whoſe. Alercier one e Hat proſe 

zro another; ede 


- Now to the + Faber, che. 
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